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Dear Parents/carers, 
 
Welcome back! We hope you had a fantastic summer holiday. It has been lovely to have the children 
back this week and to get into the swing of things. We have an exciting year ahead of us in year 3 
and 4!  
 
This letter will give you a brief overview of some of the events happening this term, as well as give 
you a reminder about some of our school routines.  
 
Start of the Day 
As the children are now in KS2, we expect that they come into school by themselves. In RPR class the 
children have lockers; these will be used in the same way that the pegs are used. Every other class 
will have pegs as normal.  Obviously, if you need to pass on important messages to us, please do see 
us in the morning. If it can wait till the end of the day, we would greatly appreciate this as the 
mornings can be rather busy!   
 
PE Kit 
Children will be expected to change into full PE kit for every PE lesson.   It is always easiest if children 
have full PE kit in school throughout the week and take it home to wash at the weekend. If your child 
has their ears pierced, please ensure they have tape or can take them out. Warm clothes will be 
required in winter as we always try to get outside for a run around! Tracksuit bottoms and jumpers 
are perfect. 
 
Forest School- please come prepared with wellies, warm clothes and waterproofs! 
RPR and DMO- Thursdays 
BPH- Tuesdays   (MTO will have it on Tuesday after half term) 
 
Topic and Trips 
This term our topic is driven by the enquiry question, ‘Should we eat squirrels?’ This is primarily a 
science based topic in which the children will learn about eco systems, food chains, habitats and 
invasive species. This topic will develop the children’s problem solving skills and encourage them to 
be thoughtful about our local environment.   
 
In order to support this topic we plan to visit Escot Park, near Ottery St Mary. The park has a number 
of rare animals including red squirrels and lynxes. This fantastic trip will include a very muddy swamp 
walk and seeing red squirrels, a native species which is extinct in the wild. More details on this trip 
will be sent out in the next few weeks.  
 
We are also excited to be getting a visit from the author Anna Wilson as part of the Appledore Book 
Festival. She will be visiting us on the Friday 11th October. Each class will be reading one of her 
vampire books in class and getting to know some of the characters. All classes will receive a letter 
giving details of the author visit and will have an opportunity to purchase his books before the event 
for Anna to sign.  
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The cost of the trips for this term for Year 3 and 4 children will be approximately £20 per child. As 
ever, we are conscious of the cost for parents, however we know that Escot Park is a brilliant and 
memorable trip for all! It is perfect for the start of the year as the swamp walk is a real bonding 
experience, and the chance to see red squirrels in real life is unfortunately very rare. We will 
endeavour to keep the costs of future trips lower where possible. 
 
Home Learning 
Homework will be set on a Friday and be due back on a Wednesday. The homework will give you an 
overview of our learning for the week and will usually include spellings, maths problems and a 
question to explore from another subject. It is expected that even in KS2, children read out loud 
every day. Even if your child is no longer on book banded books, it is essential that they have the 
opportunity to read to somebody else as it develops their accuracy and confidence in reading aloud. 
 
Team Briefing 
We are holding a meeting on Thursday 19th September at 3:30pm in RPR. At this meeting, you can 
meet the Year 3/4 teaching team and get an outline of the year ahead for your child. We hope that 
you can make it, but if you are unable to, please feel free to catch your class teacher either before or 
after school with any questions or queries you may have.  
 
 
We look forward to meeting you on the 19th September.  
 
Year 3/ 4 Team 
 
Miss Priest, Mr Moore, Miss Phillips and Miss Tomson   


