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Dear Reception Parents/Carers,

Home Learning in the event of a School Closure 

This letter details what activities the children in Reception are both required to do, as well as suggestions to 
support ongoing development and learning in the event of a prolonged school closure. Please continue to 
check the official school website on www.sticklepathschool.org.uk and our closed facebook page for latest 
news and support. 

Contacts

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday time, staff will continue to work from home. All the reception 
team will be available to contact during school hours on the following emails:

mpennington@sticklepath.org.uk  dpalmer@sticklepath.org.uk  - MPA

trowan-genge@sticklepath.org.uk - TRG 

Required daily activities

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday periods there will be an expectation that these activities are 
done on a daily basis: 

Reading - Child reading daily / Adults reading to children daily. This is one of key focus areas in reception.

● Teach and revise high frequency words (bookmarks given - order pink/red/yellow/blue)
● Walk through the book – point out anything that might trick them. Address any tricky vocabulary. 

Read repetitive phrases so they are fluent and expressive.
● Reinforce the strategies that they will use if they get stuck. These should include;

● Get your mouth ready! (e.g. say initial sound – prevents children from guessing)
● Sound out (only for decodable words) and slide through the word) 
● Look at the picture clues
● Think “What would make sense?” 
● Ask basic comprehension questions

Tricky words are also fun to play games with, for example hiding them around the house, your child has to 
run and find them and bring them back to you and say which each one is. 
Practising reading unfamiliar words especially those including digraphs they have to spot or longer words 
they have to chop up (eg: dustman). The digraphs they have covered are: Consonant digraphs - ch sh th 
ng. Vowel digraphs (and trigraphs) ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear air er. You can play 
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hide and seek games with these sounds too or make up as many words as you can with the …… sound in. 
E.g ee 
beep  deep  sleep   sheep  keep   peep  etc. 

This is also a fantastic time to harness and develop that love of reading. Throughout the school day we 
regularly use books to calm, and settle children. Enjoy the time to share and repeat favourite books to 
children and discuss the stories that you read to them. Use this as part of your day for quiet and special 
time. If it all feels a bit wild at times, grab a book and snuggle up with your children. 

Please see websites below for further apps and websites to support reading. 

Spelling  -  have a go at learning to spell the words on your pink tricky word list. If you can spell these, 
move onto the red word list. 

English -  At this point in the year, most children can write a simple sentence using their sounds to spell 
words. These words may not be spelt correctly but that is ok. It is key at this stage they are using their 
sound fingers to sound out words and spell the sounds they hear. Encourage them to use finger spaces 
and a full stop. If children can do this already, encourage them to write simple 3 sentence stories with a 
beginning, middle and end sentence. We will give ideas for this in our weekly reception email. 

Maths - www.studyladder.co.uk 

Here we will upload new tutorials, videos and interactive games to keep the children practicing skills they 
have already learned and developing new learning. 

The key maths learning in reception that should be included in many aspects of daily life include:

counting forward and backwards to 20 (extend beyond when secure) ,  adding and subtracting with single 
digits, comparing size bigger, smaller, more and less. Beginning to order numbers within 20. 

Play projects - 

Your child is an expert in play projects and we will be setting home learning based on play projects. This 
breaks down play into drawing, making, building or messaging. These can be about anything the child is 
interested in. If you split a piece of paper into quarters and write one of each ( draw, make, build and 
message ) into a quarter, the children will plan and then teach you all about play projects. You may need to 
keep your recyclinging for this!

Suggested ‘other activities’

Board games     Baking 

Keep a diary / story mapping or story book in your school notebook   Sketching  - looking closely like an 
artist

Exercise - www.gonoodle.com-Favourites are, Dinosaur Stomp, Banana Banana Meatball and 
Soggywaffles!  bbc iplayer – happy tent tales

Key websites for Reception 

Reading
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www.oxfordowl.co.uk   these are mostly free online ebooks from pink upwards. You need to create a free 
login. 

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com  This is a great app based reading scheme. The children really enjoy 
this. 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk- look at games within phase 2 and 3 (although some tricky words are from higher 
phases. Ones they know include tricky word trucks and Buried treasure. 

bbciplayer  - alphablocks (reading)  and numberblocks (maths)

Maths

www.studyladder.co.uk  - weekly interactive home learning will be set. You will need to use the personal 
login and password given to your child. Please check their book bag for this.

www.topmarks.co.uk- incl Gingerbread Man Game, Shapes and Patterns Train and Helicopter Race 
(search under EYFS and Maths)

www.ictgames.com       www.mathszone.co.uk

Pre Learning activities  

When we return to school after the closure we will be embarking some new and exciting topics which will 
include growing and change. In order to prepare for this the children could plant seeds and understand 
what they need to grow. This could link to sketching and painting, labelling etc. They could also look at 
baby photos or places that have changed and describe how people and places have changed. 

Homework updates and support 

Reception will also be updating home learning and support via email on a Friday. Please share home 
learning via tapestry as per usual or contact teachers by email.  Please note, if you receive an out of office 
reply, we are not on holiday, but we are ourselves sick. We will reply when healthy but do contact another 
member of the team during this time.

We hope you find this useful and we look forward to welcoming you back to Sticklepath when the 
guidelines allow.  

Kind regards, 

The EYFS team 

Matt Pennington (mpennington@sticklepath.org.uk)  Debbie Palmer (dpalmer@sticklepath.org.uk)

Tamsin Rowan-Genge  (trowan-genge@sticklepath.org.uk)
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