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Friday 2nd October 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Year 1 
Welcome to a new year at Sticklepath! We hope the children are excited and ready to be back 
at school to continue on their learning journey. We will do our very best to ensure they all settle 
in again quickly and adjust to the new expectations of their year group.   
We hope that the following information helps you with your understanding of the organisation 
of Year 1 and with planning your own diaries in this busy term: 
Start of the day 

Our Year 1 gates open at 8:40am. As the children arrive, we ask each child to either wash 
their hands or sanitise when entering the classroom. This is also a great time for the children 
to swap their colour banded reading book if they need to. We ask that the children come in 
independently and organise themselves and their belongings ready to start their day.  
Topic 
This Autumn we are starting off with a whole school topic following the book ‘Here we are’ by 
Oliver Jeffers. In Year 1 we will be exploring themes of unity and celebrating differences across 
our English and PSHE lessons. Over the course of this topic the children will gain an 
understanding and awe of the world around them.  
Through play projects we will explore different aspects of the curriculum including maps and 
everyday materials. The children will be encouraged to design, build and create using a variety 
of tools and materials, learning about the different properties of paper, wood, plastic, rubber, 
metal and fabric.  

As we progress through the Autumn term the children will begin learning about significant 
individuals who link with our play project themes. These will include: Christopher Columbus, 
Amelia Earhart and Neil Armstrong. 

For our play projects, we would be grateful if your child could bring in any unwanted 
junk/recyclable items that the class could use to build and make and create with - the more 
exciting the better! To ensure this is COVID safe, the junk modelling materials will be left for 
72 hours before use.   
 

P.E. 

EFI - Wednesday afternoon 
SAB - Tuesday afternoon 
On these days we ask that the children come into school in full P.E. kit, wearing black shorts 
and trainers with a red Sticklepath top (available to order from the office). We will continue to 
go outside in most weathers so please provide an appropriate warm top and bottoms suitable 
for physical activity and getting muddy.  
 
Forest schools - Autumn term 
EFI - Tuesday afternoon 
SAB - Tuesday morning  
On these days we ask that the children come into school in their uniform and then bring their 
waterproofs and wellies in a separate bag. All of these items will then need to be taken back 
home at the end of the school day.   
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Home learning 
Reading 
It is absolutely crucial for your child’s development that reading at home is part of your daily 
routine. They will be taught phonics on a daily basis and read with as part of a group once a 
week. It is very important that children get the opportunity to practise their daily phonics by 
reading at home and also, for you to share a passion and enthusiasm for books and stories. 
The children are encouraged to change their colour banded book first thing in the morning or 
at the end of the day. Please feel free to talk to your child’s class teacher about reading at any 
time. 
  
Weekly home learning  
Year 1’s will begin their home learning after the October half term. At this time, we will send 
home a writing book and a pencil to support your child’s home learning. Each week via 
tapestry, there will be a maths video posted by Mr Abell and an English video posted by Miss 
Fitzgerald. In the videos we will recap (hook back to) our week explaining the key learning that 
has occurred in that subject. To enable the children to practise what they have learnt in school, 
we will set a home learning task based on the learning they did that week. The types of tasks 
that will be set are: maths games and challenges, handwriting and spelling practise 
(particularly tricky words), and opportunities for the children to practise their phonics (e.g. 
sounding out and blending words to read).   
 
Christmas 
Christmas has not been cancelled at Sticklepath! 
Nursery and Reception will still be performing the traditional nativity which will be filmed and 
shared with parents.   
The rest of the school will be ‘Sleighing it’ with a Mrs Oke spectacular lip syncing Christmas 
carol competition complete with costumes and props that will be live streamed between 
classrooms and shared with you all for your Christmas entertainment - there will be more 
details to follow.  
During this time we will also be covering the topic ‘Why do Christians celebrate Christmas?’ 
Throughout this topic, we will be exploring the following questions:  
 

- Why are some festivals and celebrations special in religious and worldviews? When 

do they happen? What do people do and why? What stories are told?  

 
Meet the teacher - Thursday 15th October 
Unfortunately, we are unable to give face to face meetings this term due to COVID-19 
restrictions. However, instead you will receive a short written report on 15th October from your 
child’s class teacher via email. There will also be the opportunity to arrange an optional virtual 
meeting or phone call should you wish to discuss this report further.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or a problem that you would like to share, please feel 
free to come and speak to us.  
We look forward to working with you and your children this year.  
Kind regards,  
 
Mr Sam Abell and Miss Emma Fitzgerald 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


