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Dear Year Two Parents/Carers,

Home Learning in the event of a School Closure 

This letter details what activities the children in Year Two  are both required to do, as well as suggestions 
to support ongoing development and learning in the event of a prolonged school closure. Please continue 
to check the official school website on www.sticklepathschool.org.uk and our closed facebook page for 
latest news and support. 

Contacts

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday time, staff will continue to work from home. All the Year Two 
team will be available to contact during school hours on the following emails:

aslaney@sticklepath.org.uk  (Monday/Tuesday)   

hpennington@sticklepath.org.uk (Wednesday Thursday, Friday)  

jmurray@sticklepath.org.uk (all week) 

Required daily activities

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday periods there will be an expectation that these activities are 
done on a daily basis: 

Reading

Your child should read a book to you every day. We will be sending home some books and we 
recommend the website www.oxfordowl.co.uk  - You will have to create an account with them to use their 
full facilities but it is completely free. Once logged in, you will have access to a range of colour-banded 
tablet friendly reading books. You and your child will be able to choose a book at the appropriate reading 
level for them to enjoy. 

This is what a standard Yr 2 reading session should look like: 
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● Teach and revise high frequency words for your child’s book band (Note which ones they know and 
work on the ones they don’t. Find them in books, write them on scraps of paper and hide them 
around the house and put the word into sentences. 

● Walk through the book – point out anything that might trick them. Address any tricky vocabulary. 
Read repetitive phrases so they are fluent and expressive.

● Reinforce the strategies that they will use if they get stuck. These should include;

● Asking – does that make sense?
● Get your mouth ready! (e.g. say initial sound – prevents children from guessing)
● Sound out (only for decodable words!)
● Look at the picture clues
● Re-read

During and after reading, ask your child two types of questions: 

1. Questions where they have to find the information in the text (get them to find and point),
2. inference questions which make them think about what they have read. e.g. How is the character feeling? 

Why is the character feeling that way? What do you think is going to happen next? 

Phonics/spelling lists 

Each week during the closure, we will send home a list of spellings. These spellings need to be practiced 
on three different occasions during the week so the children have a chance to forget the spellings and 
recall them again. They can start by looking at the spelling, covering it, writing it and checking it. This 
should then lead to them being able to hear the word and spell it without looking.  

English

Each week we will provide a prompt or stimulus for writing and information on how to make this learning 
successful. We will  provide resources where needed to support this. 

Maths 

We have set up an account and login for your child for the website www.studyladder.co.uk  The details are 
attached to this letter. We will add maths tutorials, videos and games via the website for your child to 
complete. Further explanation be provided on the weekly home learning email. 
If you lose these login details, please email hpennington@sticklepath.org.uk and we will resend them to 
you. 

Topic 

We will send home topic work on bees to complete our learning this term. This will form part of the home 
learning email. Please see the pre learning section on how to support your child with a future topic. 

Suggested ‘other activities’

Play a board game
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Keep a diary

Write a story or poem 

Sketching  - use your precise drawing skills 

Baking 

Make a sculpture  - In art the children have been learning how to make sculptures. We have used 
newspaper to create a body for an insect and then added paper mache (using PVA glue and 
paper towels) for a firm finish. We have also looked at how artists have made sculptures using 
materials we may have at home e.g. kitchen foil, play dough, stacking blocks. 

Exercise - See websites below for additional ideas

Key websites/apps for Year Two

www.oxfordowl.co.uk (reading)

www.mathszone.co.uk (maths) 

www.topmarks.co.uk  (maths) 

https://www.cosmickids.com/category/watch/  (Yoga) 

 www.gonoodle.com  (dancing/exercise routines)

These are FREE downloadable apps for iPad or iPhone for programming: Kodable, Bee-bot, Daisy the Dinosaur, 
A.L.E.X.

  
Pre Learning activities  

When we return to school after the closure we will be embarking some new and exciting topics>It will be 
History based and will include learning about Isambard Kingdom Brunel and his impact on the world. 

In order to prepare for this the children could investigate: What is a bridge? How and why are bridges 
different? Design and build your own bridge. Who was Isombard Kingdon Brunel and how did he change 
Britain?  Look at these websites:

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/isambard-kingdom-brunel 

https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/inspiring-engineering/isambard-kingdom-brunel/

Home learning  updates and support 

As mentioned above, Year Two will be updating home learning  and support via email on a weekly basis 
outside of holiday time. These will be sent home on a Friday. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. Please note, if you receive an out of office reply, we are not on holiday, but we are 
ourselves sick. We will reply when healthy but do contact another member of the team during this time. 
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We hope you find this useful and we look forward to welcoming you back to Sticklepath when the 
guidelines allow.  

Kind regards, 

Holly Pennington hpennington@sticklepath.org.uk        Amy Slaney aslaney@sticklepath.org.uk

John Murray jmurray@sticklepath.org.uk  
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