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Friday 9th November 2018 

 
 

Good News! 
 

 
 

Dear Parents 
 
 
Sticklepath School has always been very proud of its inclusive ethos and its high expectation that all pupils will 
achieve their very best. 
 
For a number of years now we have been working with a nationally accredited programme - Achievement for All -, 
which has helped the school to develop this inclusive practice further.  Following a rigorous assessment process, the 
school has achieved accreditation to become an Achievement for All Quality Lead school - the only school in the 
whole of Devon and Cornwall to achieve this quality mark.   This means that our inclusive practice is judged to be 
exemplary and we can support other schools in developing their own practice. 
 
We are thrilled to have achieved such a prestigious award but, more importantly, we are so proud of the hard work 
and dedication all our staff and learners put into making this school a place where everyone can achieve. 
 
Please find below a copy of the email we received from the Achievement for All assessor which we feel captures our 
school perfectly! 
 
 
                    
Best Wishes 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
Ms Samantha Warner                                                        Mr Richard Blunt 
Co- Headteacher                                                               Co-Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Sticklepath Community Primary Academy, Woodville, Sticklepath, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 2HH 
W sticklepathschool.org.uk  E admin@sticklepath.org.uk   T  01271 342455 

 

 

Dear Sam and Richard 

  

Congratulations on achieving the Achievement for All Quality Lead Award. 

  

I am writing to formally congratulate you on gaining the Achievement for All Quality Lead Award at Sticklepath Primary 

school. You are the first school in Devon or Cornwall to gain this award! Well done! 

  

I’d like to thank you and the team for making Dave, Cathryn and myself so welcome on the assessment visit. You lead 

a truly wonderful school with a highly committed staff and Governors. This was clear to see from the way in which the 

pupils were interacting with such enthusiasm across the school, and during the discussion which I had with a couple of 

members of staff, and a Governor during the afternoon. 

  

Thanks also to Georgia for her excellent work as School Champion. At every stage, as a school you demonstrated 

what a significant impact the programme has had on the lives of your youngsters.   I was impressed with the thorough 

and diligent preparation and management of the programme, as well as the time given by your staff, pupils , parents 

and governors , all of whom will have made important contributions to your vision. Your staff mentioned several 

opportunities in which they had benefited both from visiting and supporting other AFA schools, and schools within the 

MAT. Thank you for your work in supporting others – for example in supporting the new schools champion from 

Teignmouth. I know that this work has benefited the recipient schools, but also yourselves. 

  

As I toured the school, your inclusive atmosphere was clear – both in classrooms and in your ‘wellbeing room’. The 

children really are a credit to you – happy and engaged in their learning, and keen to tell me all about what they were 

doing. Your outdoor ‘Forest school area’ was inspirational. I could see why you have also received the RHS 5 star 

gardening school award. I visit numerous schools as part of my work, and it is rare to see such an exceptional area 

that is so well used to enhance the learning of all pupils. The thatched ‘building’ was fantastic, and the class of 

children taking advantage of working outdoors in the September sun was lovely to observe. 

  

Your expectation of high standards of behaviour and kindness could be seen everywhere that I went. On one 

occasion, I managed to get lost between your office and the library (when collecting my laptop). A small group of girls 

and boys immediately stepped in to show me the way, chatting excitedly about their school – and holding doors open 

as they went! The highlight of the day for me, was talking to a pupil (and his supporting adults) who had benefited 

specifically from the Achievement for All programme (coupled with an intervention to improve his working memory). 

He talked about the difference that structured conversations had made to his life, and his mums. He summed up the 

impact on his life with passion… 

  

‘Before we started the work, my memory was really bad. Mum and I were always arguing, and I spent lots of time in 

my bedroom. Now I have loads of ways to help me remember…..I have much less tantrums when I can’t find 

things…and I spend way less time in my room now!’ 

  

He went on to explain that mum and school now work ‘really closely’ together. His teacher went on to explain that he 

was now so proud of his mum’s success, that when she enrolled on an art course, he brought her work in to share 

with his class. 

  

Your Governor added that ‘when we started (the programme)….it was a catalyst for change…. it has given Child L the 

best possible chance in life’.What better way to sum up the impact on a child and his family? 

  

Please pass on my congratulations to your team for achieving this prestigious award      

  

Kind regards 

  

Laura 

 
 

 


