
Coronavirus(COVID19) Parent update 
 

 
Dear Parent, 
                       As you will be aware Coronavirus (COVID19) has continued to spread across 
the world, including here in the UK. The Tarka Learning Partnership and the Head Teachers 
of each school have been working closely together to ensure a sensible, proportionate 
response to the advice given to schools by the Government and Public Health England.  
 
As a group of Head Teachers, we do not wish to make students/pupils anxious and that 
they continue to enjoy learning and being with their friends. Nevertheless, as teachers we 
take seriously our responsibility to care for students/pupils. At this stage we are putting an 
emphasis on pupil personal hygiene; washing hands regularly and properly, disposing of 
tissues and seeking advice from teachers/support staff and parents/carers should they feel 
unwell. Your support in these matters will be welcome. 
 
I can confirm there has been no outbreak at any of the Trust’s schools.  
 
The Trust with the schools have created a detailed risk assessment/action plan to support 
and manage each school. We have collectively considered the advice from government and 
health with plans covering:-  
 

 Pupil/ staff well being 
 Educating pupils on personal hygiene 
 Measures to improve each school's provision for personal hygiene 
 Plans to support pupils with individual health conditions 
 Changes to cleaning regimes and increased protection for our staff 
 Hygiene expectations for visitors and contractors onsite.  
 Plans for the closure of the school if required by Public Health England and the 

resulting cleaning required by public health 
 Plans to support education if the school closes, especially in the Park Community 

School 
 

We are aware that the Easter holidays are only 3 weeks away and some families may be 
travelling overseas. To ensure that the school is aware of your family's travel outside the UK 
and in particular to category 1 and 2 countries or areas within a country, please could you fill 
in the form below. Please return by Friday 20th March 2020. This will ensure that if 'category 
1 and 2' countries increase over the coming weeks the school is aware of your travel 
arrangements.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas  
 
I ask that you inform your child's school of your holiday plans. even if, at a later stage, they 
are altered.  If you are travelling overseas I would ask that you read the guidance below: -  
 
 
What to do if pupils, students in your educational setting have travelled from any 
Category 1 specified country/area in the past 14 days 
If an individual falls into this category, contact NHS 111 for further advice: 

 if they are currently well, they should self-isolate for 14 days and you should follow 
the advice as above for contacts of confirmed cases in the educational setting. Pupils 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas


will not be allowed into school if they have travelled to a category 1 area until 14 days 
have passed in order to protect other children, families and staff within school 

 if they become unwell please call NHS 111 immediately for them to be assessed by 
an appropriate specialist. You should follow the advice as above for contacts of 
confirmed cases in the educational establishment. If they require emergency medical 
attention, call 999 and tell the call handler or ambulance control that the person has a 
history of recent travel to risk areas for COVID-19What to do if a pupil or 
student  has travelled from a Category 2 specified country/area in the last 14 
days 

If they are currently well: 
 they are advised to self-isolate only if they develop symptoms 

 they can continue to attend work or education 

 they do not need to avoid contact with other people 

 their family do not need to take any precautions or make any changes to their own 
activities 

 testing people with no symptoms for COVID-19 is currently not recommended 

 it is useful to always take a mobile phone with them when they go out so that they 
can contact others if they do become unwell 

 
If they become unwell: 

 they should stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as they would with 
other flu viruses (see this home isolation advice sheet). 

 they (or a family member, colleague or member of staff) should call NHS 111 
immediately for them to be assessed by an appropriate specialist, as quickly as 
possible 

 they should stay at home and should not attend work or education 

 they should not go directly to their GP or other healthcare environment 
 if they require emergency medical attention, call 999 and tell the call handler or 

ambulance control that the person has a history of recent travel to risk areas for 
COVID-19 
 
All information school is aware of will be confidential and only used for the purpose of 
managing and understanding the situation by School Leaders. The information 
collected may be used to help decision making to ensure the wellbeing of all. 
 

I hope you understand that we have the best interests of students/pupils at heart and 
we will ensure that we update in the coming weeks, ensuring we take our 
responsibilities seriously without unduly alarming young people and their families.  
 
 

 

Your sincerely, 
 

 
 

Andy Cotton 

CEO 

Tarka Learning Partnership 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-specified-countries-and-areas
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-self-isolation-for-patients-undergoing-testing/advice-sheet-home-isolation


 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Overseas travel during the Coronavirus Outbreak Easter Holidays 2020 
 
Student/Pupil name: ___________________________________________  
 
anticipate travelling to __________________________(town/city/country) during the Easter 
holidays.  
 

 
Parent/carer signature:  _________________________________ 
 

 
Name: _______________________ (Print) 
 

 

 
 
Please return by 20th March 2020 if you are travelling overseas 


