
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Week commencing Monday 23rd March 2020 
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As you will be aware all the Tarka Learning Partnership schools will be partially open for key worker and 

vulnerable groups of children. Schools have been hard at work preparing for the children who will come to 

school on Tuesday 24th March. Can we respectfully remind you: 

● Schooling is not compulsory 

● Each family use the new school provision only if they absolutely have to. It should be to 

support key workers at work if there is no one suitable to look after children 

● Schools will close if there is insufficient staffing. Parents will be notified if a school 

closes and children will, where possible, be offered places at other schools in the Trust. 

Many staff in the Trust are absent already due to self-isolation, pregnancy, vulnerable 

people at home, underlying health conditions or other seasonal illness.  

● Please contact the school if you wish to withdraw a place 

We are absolutely committed to supporting key workers and vulnerable families in the coming months, 

but want to make clear that partially open schools will have greater risk of infection. Many pupils will be 

children of those working closest to the most ill people in our society. School staff are not trained in 

infection control and in the absence of national training will support the children as best we can. 

As time goes by we will constantly review the situation to ensure the best care for our young people. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your unerring support, kind words and 
understanding over the past few weeks. Please - follow the government guidance and do everything 

you can to stay safe and well. 
Our thoughts are with you all, whatever your situation or circumstances, and please remember, we may 
be closed but we can still be contacted via the school email address or on the phone.  Do call if you need 

help or just a chat. 
We will miss the children so much - and we look forward to that magical day when we reopen.  What a 

celebration that will be! 
 

With all our love and best wishes, 
Sam Warner, Richard Blunt and all the staff at Sticklepath 

 

CROSSING PATROL 
Please be advised that the school crossing patrol will not be at work until further notice. 
  
Parents remain responsible at all times for the safety of their children on their whole journey 
to and from school, regardless of whether a formal crossing or a Patrol is provided.  Please 
take care in and out of the school. 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

E-mails 

Please make sure that your email address is up to date in our system so that if we 

need to contact you, we can.  Also, teachers are now sending out updates via the 

email so please check regularly including your junk/spam folders. 

Coronavirus - Looking after our Community 

Please could you make your children aware of the need to be respectful of our local 

community during this most unprecedented time.  There are lots of vulnerable and elderly 

people in and around the vicinity that will be trying to isolate and avoid unnecessary contact. 

We appreciate that the children will want to get out in the fresh air as much as possible but 

please make them understand the importance of social distancing and help prevent the 

spread of this virus. 

Thank you. Sad Goodbyes 

As we hurtle towards the end of this unprecedented term, there are so many sad ‘unfinished 

chapters’ that we have not been able to complete, some on hold and others unfortunately at the 

end. One of these if the farewell to some of our wonderful members of staff who will not be 

returning to work at Sticklepath (even though we hope they will continue to visit us lots when we 

return).  

Jane Challacombe, who works in the office, and is someone you all know. She is the ultimate Mrs 

Sticklepath and she started school here in 1960’s as a child when the school was in its infancy, 

having been built in 1954. She recounts many stories of those early years in her life at Sticklepath 

and is a fascinating source of the full history of the school, a living archive but a much more 

glamorous one! There are many incredible photos of Jane’s childhood memories at Sticklepath, 

including out in the swimming pool that used to be located in the car park, shivering in the cold and 

next to a notorious MP from the 1960’s! After leaving Sticklepath School, Jane then started working 

at the school in 1993, dealing with weekly dinner money and banking. She then became a clerk to 

the governors, a role that she has kept doing until very recently. No one can claim to have given 

more to Sticklepath School since it was built. Indeed we all feel that Jane’s dedication and unerring 

love for the school and its community deserve national recognition! We will all miss you deeply 

Jane and thank you for everything you have given all the countless children, parents, governors, 

staff and communities that have passed the doors.  

Another incredible stalwart of our school is Mrs Anne West who has also worked at the school for 

many years. Anne is teacher trained and has worked as a teaching assistant in many classes across 

the school. During the last 5 years she has been our speech and language teacher, supporting many 

children one to one or in small groups. Anne  

We thank both incredible ladies and wish them all the very best for their retirement.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Community News and Educational Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

Martial Arts 

Gym Club 

 

 

 

 

Dougie is delighted to have gained his purple belt in 

Martial Arts with Distinction. 

 He works incredibly hard and puts his all in to 

absolutely everything he does.  

With all the closures taking place he will really miss 

all his clubs, so was thrilled to get this in before. 

 Refunds 

Where any trip or event that has involved a payment has been cancelled the school will 

endeavour to reimburse parents at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Sport Relief 

Thank you to all that made a donation last week. We raised £244 which will be split 

between Sport Relief, Whizz Kids and Children with Cancer.  

 



 
 
 

 


