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Dear Parents/carers, 

Each term you will receive a letter outlining the term ahead, containing the key information you will need to 

know.  

Start of the Day 

Thank you so much for supporting your child with drop-off at the gate. The children have been incredible with 

their independence, so a huge thank you for supporting your child to be able to stride so confidently into the 

nursery.  

Please can we remind parents to arrive at the nursery as close to 9am as possible to reduce the infection risk. 
We still have many parents queueing up outside from 8:40am onwards.  

 
Our Curriculum 
 
At Sticklepath, we recognise that early language development is fundamental to a child’s successful journey 

through education. Research tells us that the level of children’s vocabulary at age 5 is a very strong predictor 

of the qualifications achieved at school leaving age and beyond. 

 Because of this, each week in the nursery, we will be focusing on developing the language for a different 

concept.  Our planned provision and learning environment will provide opportunities for concept language to 

be used at every opportunity through dialogue between the nursery staff and the children.  

Research has also shown that learning is effective when there is a time delay before it is revisited. Because of 

this, previous concepts will be revisited alongside new concepts after a four week lag time. 

Below you can find the concepts that we will be covering this half term: 

week Concept Hook back concept 
1 Colour - 

2 Number - 

3 Size - 

4 Family - 

5 Shape Colour 

6 Quantity Number 

7 Clothes Size 

8 Quality Family 

9 Space/preposition Shape 

10 Time Quantity 

11 Food Clothes 

12 Movement Quality 

13 celebrate Space/preposition 

 

Growth Mindset  

As a school, we believe that intelligence is not fixed but through hard work, perseverance and learning from 

mistakes you can grow your brain “smarter”. We teach children that learning new things is hard and that is not 

always a comfortable feeling. Linked to our teaching on emotions, the children learn that this feeling is ok. As 

their growth mindset develops they learn to love that feeling of struggle, as they know this is when their brain 

is really growing. This is not something that will happen overnight but will develop over their 8+ year journey 
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with us and beyond. Growth mindset is something we teach but more importantly, is woven into every fabric 

of our day. Whatever we are learning, we are always articulating the struggle, the tricky bit and mistakes with 

the children. These are the things we praise and celebrate.   

Sentence Frames 

We use sentence frames in many areas of learning.  We teach the children to “use your words” to help them in 

a range of situations. Here are some key sentence frames that we will be using with your child:  

Growth Mindset Sentence Frames 

“You try first and then I’ll help you.”  This encourages the children to have a go at something even if they 

perceive it to be too hard. The process of trying and failing has a huge value in the learning process.  

“I can’t do it….yet!” Children learn about the power yet. If your child says I can’t do it. You say: “I can’t do it 

yet.” This is key to your child understanding that there is lots they currently can’t do but with practice and 

effort they will be able to do it in the future.  

Relationships Sentence Frames 

“Please can I have it after you?” We teach the children to use this sentence when they want something that 

someone else has.  

“Stop I don’t like that.”  We teach the children that if someone is doing something you don’t like you need to 

say “Stop I don’t like that”. If the child stops then they have sorted the problem themselves without needing 

help from an adult. If the child does not stop then they get an adult to help talk through the problem and learn 

from it.  

 
Meet the Teacher 
 
Unfortunately, we are unable to give face to face meetings this term due to COVID-19 restrictions. Instead of 
these meetings, you will receive a short written report on 15th October from your child’s key worker. There 
will also be the opportunity to arrange an optional virtual meeting or phone call should you wish to discuss this 
report further.   
 
Christmas Performance 
 
Christmas has not been cancelled at Sticklepath! We are really disappointed that we will not be able to invite 
you in to watch a live performance but we will still be performing the traditional nativity which will be filmed 
and shared with you.  
 
Tapestry 

If you are having any issues accessing your account, please let one of the team know or email Mrs Pennington 

on hpennington@sticklepath.org.uk  

Thank you for your continued support, 

The Sticklepath Nursery team   
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