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Growing young minds

We are a Growth Mindset School. So what does this mean?
We believe that how intelligent we are isn’t fixed but that through hard work, 
struggle and embracing mistakes and failure as opportunities to learn, we 
can all ‘grow our brains smarter’. 
We value and celebrate:
• Perseverance   • Embracing Challenge  • Learning from Mistakes

Teaching is the best 
job in the world and 
the world of learning
has never been 
more exciting!



Dear Parents,
We are looking forward to welcoming you into our thriving school community.

Starting a new school is an exciting time when your child is about to become part of a new and 
interesting world full of stimulating experiences and new relationships that we hope will inspire and 
motivate him or her to become a successful lifelong learner.

Families play a crucial part in the success of this educational process. Research proves conclusively 
that children whose families take an active interest in their progress and work in partnership with 
the school with the focus on learning to celebrate their achievements and to share and solve  
problems, achieve best.

Working in partnership we can help your child to grow their potential. Please do talk to us about 
your ambitions for your child’s education and anything that they are passionate about. Similarly, 
please do talk to us about any concern or worry you may have, however small or insignificant it  
may seem.

Our aim is to settle your child into a happy life at school and we hope this prospectus will give you 
most of the basic information that you need; do ask us about anything else that you want to know. 
You will also be given a Home School Agreement to sign that clearly sets out what you can expect 
the school to do for you and your child and in return what we want you to do for us.

We look forward to meeting you soon and sharing in the joy of watching your child achieve.

Yours sincerely,
Ms Samantha Warner
Co-Headteacher

Mr Richard Blunt
Co-Headteacher



Mission Statement 

Our aim is that Sticklepath Community Primary Academy, by working in partnership with parents and the  
community, will be a happy and enriching learning environment. We hope that by celebrating the children’s 
achievements, helping them grow their potential, respecting their differences and encouraging kindness,  
consideration and respect, we will foster self-esteem and provide a sound foundation for their future life.

Aims
 • To establish a reputation for excellence in the academic, social, moral, physical and  
    spiritual development of our children.

 • To enable, inspire and challenge our pupils to learn and grow their potential as a sound  
    foundation for their future life.

 • To constantly strive to raise standards especially in reading, writing and maths, and to  
    accept that this is the joint responsibility of all staff and everyone in the school community.

 • To give all pupils equal opportunities, regardless of race, culture, gender, academic  
    ability, physical ability or class, providing an environment free from social, sexual or  
    cultural prejudice in which all members of the school community are respected as 
    individuals.

 • To provide a safe, happy, enriching environment in which all our pupils are motivated 
    to learn.

 • To promote pupils’ self esteem, encourage them to take responsibility for their own
    learning and foster consideration and respect for others.

 • To promote a supportive, active and co-operative partnership between parents and the 
    school in the learning of their children and to encourage all parents to become actively 
    involved in the life of the school as a whole.

 • To encourage in-service training and development for all members of the school staff, 
    Governors, parents or other helpers.

 • To involve the community in the work of the school and enable the school to play its 
    part in the life of the community.



Mission Statement 

At Sticklepath Community Primary Academy we believe – really, truly believe –  
that every child can succeed and excel through hard work, perseverance and  
commitment and it is our job, best served in partnership with parents, to enable  
this to happen.
 
We are passionate about learning and design the most exciting, relevant and  
academically challenging learning experiences that enable children to think deeply 
about the world and their place within it. 
 
We constantly reflect, practise, question and challenge ourselves and our children to 
grow and improve. We pride ourselves on our trusting, respectful relationships where 
everyone feels supported to take risks, learn from their mistakes and become the very 
best that they can be.
 
Learning is a journey we are all on and we look forward to welcoming you aboard!



Our approach 
to learning...

A Mastery Approach to Learning
You know you have ‘mastered’ something when you can apply it to a totally new problem in an unfamiliar 
situation. In a mastery curriculum, ALL children will achieve the learning outcome, whatever their starting 
point, with ‘instant intervention’ – extra help – later the same day to ensure this happens.

Learning goes deep rather than fast to ensure those connections in the brain are made and children have 
real understanding. In the classroom children are taught in a variety of pupil groupings so that they can be 
supported and challenged by their peers.  A key feature of the classroom is talk for learning.

Our Vision - Lighting the fire of learning
• Doing the best we can  • With whoever we can  • Wherever we can  • Whenever we can  • However we can

What happens when we learn?
Learning happens when we encounter something new that is just a little bit beyond what we already know. 
When this happens, new pathways form in the brain and new connections are made. These new connections 
are reinforced when we practise. We call this ‘purposeful practice’.

I’m in the pit again 
but i’m going to try 

and work out how to 
get out.

- Max

The important part 
is not going into the 
pit, but finding your 

way out.

- Bailey

If you don’t go into 
the pit, you can’t 
grow your brain.

- Sapphire



Our approach 
to learning...

Talk for Learning (Dialogic Teaching)
Talk provides the bridge between what we know and what is new.  
Children learn when they explain their thinking to others, clarifying their own understanding in the process. 
In our Growth Mindset classrooms, teachers and children listen carefully to each other and respond and 
challenge each other’s ideas.
Everyone’s opinion is valued and children feel safe to freely express their ideas, take risks and make mis-
takes.  Children do most of the talking!

Feedback Assessment for learning
In our Growth Mindset classrooms, children know the purpose of the lesson, how well they are doing and 
where they need to go next. Feedback, either from the teacher or another student, either verbal or written, 
identifies what the student needs to do to improve.

Children use this feedback to develop their learning; the most effective feedback happens during the lesson.

Challenge Embracing Challenge/Perseverance
If there is no challenge, there is no learning! We encourage children to seek out and embrace challenge.
The children know that when they in the ‘Learning Pit’ and really struggling, this is when their brains are 
making new connections and true learning is happening. How exciting!



Pupil Premium
At Sticklepath School, our expectation is that all children will succeed through our highly inclusive and 
supportive learning environment built around the philosophy of Growth Mindsets.
 
We are committed to widening children’s life experiences and creating memorable episodes through a 
planned approach as part of our rich curriculum. This is particularly important for developing children’s 
language skills and background knowledge – key for successful learning.

The mastery approach of the New Curriculum embeds this expectation that all pupils will achieve. It is 
the role of the school to ascertain all children’s prior achievement and ensure they are supported, through 
scaffolded learning opportunities built on clear next steps and appropriate challenge, to achieve the 
desired outcomes. All adults working with all pupils including disadvantaged pupils will take every  
opportunity on a daily basis to build on strengths in learning and tackle any barriers to learning.

Growing young minds 
through a supportive 
learning environment



What is Pupil Premium?

The Pupil Premium funding is given to schools by the government with the aim of targeting learning for 
specific groups of children:
 
 • Pupils entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) using the government’s eligibility criteria or 
    those who have been identified for FSM in the past six years (‘Ever 6 FSM’)
 • Children in Care
 • Children belonging to Services Families (Service Premium)
 
The funding is added to the planned expenditure already in place to meet the needs of all children in 
school, in order for them to make good to outstanding progress in their learning.

In making provision for socially disadvantaged pupils, we recognise that not all pupils who are receipt 
of Pupil Premium will be socially disadvantaged. We also recognise that not all pupils who are socially 
disadvantaged are in receipt of Pupil Premium. The school is best placed to allocate the Pupil Premium 
funding to support any child or groups of children legitimately identified as being in need of intervention 
and support.

At Sticklepath, approximately 25% of our children are eligible for the Pupil Premium of £1320. This is in line 
with the national average. This percentage varies between cohorts of children. The school writes a termly 
action plan that clearly identifies how this funding will be spent and the outcomes that will be achieved. 
This plan is evaluated termly and the outcomes closely monitored by the school Governing Body. A more 
lengthy evaluation is completed annually.

Growing young minds 
through a supportive 
learning environment



Our Nursery
Sticklepath Community Primary Academy’s nursery caters for two and a half to five year olds. Sessions are 
held in a purpose built playroom within the Children’s Centre located on the school site, providing a large, 
safe and hygienic environment for the children. 

Aims

For children to learn and develop in a safe and nurturing environment where all children and their families 
feel welcome and included. The children will be guided through a differentiated curriculum covering a full 
range of activities. There is an excellent standard of individual care due to a ratio of at least one adult to six 
children, with a higher ratio for the younger children.

Each child is also supported by a key person enabling an immediate point of contact from induction through 
to transition to school and the child’s next stage of learning. Children benefit most from their nursery 
education when parents and families work together in partnership for the best outcomes of each child.

Learning starts  
at an early age...

For further information  
contact the school office: 

01271 342455



Learning starts  
at an early age...



When planning a new learning journey, the teaching staff start the planning process several weeks before 
it will be delivered. 

An appropriate learning outcome is first decided within each team. The outcome is chosen specifically to 
develop certain skills e.g. speaking to an audience.

Previous learning outcomes have included an informative restaurant, a living museum, a video, an audio 
recording, and a play. From this, a theme or big question is decided, which leads the learning over either 
half a term in KS1 or a whole term in KS2. E.g. Would you rather be a cow in North Devon or India? Would 
you go to war? Can one person change the world? What is the value of the Sunderbans? 

Once a theme or question has been decided, the staff consider what is most meaningful and relevant 
about this for the children to know, do, think or act. At this stage, the staff will seek the input of other 
stakeholders and the children. A teacher will attend parent café to gain the opinions of parents and  
teachers will contact any other external adults or organisations who may be able to offer knowledge  
or support. The staff use this information to create key questions which will then lead the learning and 
enable the children to answer the overall big question at the end of the learning journey. Often, a new key 
question will be asked each week or fortnight. Finally, the relevant subject content is taken from the  
National Curriculum and is integrated into the overall plan.

Topic Planning a new 
learning journey



Topic Planning a new 
learning journey



Sport is an important part of life at Sticklepath. We want to inspire all pupils to succeed and excel in 
competitive sport and other physically demanding activities.
We provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way which supports their health 
and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport help to embed values such as fairness and respect. 

In addition to the two hours of timetabled PE and activities, extra-curricular sports clubs are offered to 
all children throughout their time at school. Although children take part in these activities for enjoyment, 
we feel they play an important part in the education of a child. Commitment, perseverance and working 
together as a team are all important life skills. Children take part in sport in two ways. First they are taught 
skills within their PE lessons and secondly they can opt to join in one of the many sports clubs that are on 
offer both throughout the year after school and lunch times. Swimming is part of the curriculum in Yr2/3/4. 
Daily ‘Take Ten’ activities are held every morning from Yr1 upwards.
 
Children in Yr 6 are offered the chance to partake in a five day residential trip to Dartmoor in the summer 
term. The children get a chance to experience hiking, climbing, caving, team building activities and learn 
fundamental independence skills. The school competes in district competitions and in Sainsbury School 
Games events. It is the aim, where possible, to have representative teams in all of the local competitions 
with our partner primary schools. We are very proud to be involved with the Park School Sports Partnership. 
This provides us with an abundant calendar of festivals, experiences and competitions.
 
We are able to offer other central venue sports with the opportunity to practice and play against other 
teams in football, netball, cricket and rounders. Sticklepath Academy has achieved great success in the 
past at inter-school sports. Our trophy shelves are full of awards for athletics, cross country, aquathons and 
gymnastics. We have qualified for county finals and produced county athletes, swimmers, tennis players, 
gymnasts and cyclists.

Sport is a key activity
for young minds

Sports

Activities



Sport is a key activity
for young minds



The heart of Sticklepath Academy is our amazing library, from 
which reading flows out to all corners of the school. The library 
is a fantastic place to read, discover and share the love of 
books. We are committed to making a visit to the library a 
wonderful experience with our full time librarian on hand to offer 
advice and support when choosing one of nearly 6000 books 
that are displayed on the shelves. All the classes visit the library 
with their teachers over the week to listen to stories, research 
information and exchange books.

Nurturing, developing and celebrating the love of reading is  
a passion at Sticklepath Academy. Every year, during March, 
Mrs Oke, our inspirational drama and reading for pleasure 
lead, organises a stunning week of book themed activities  
that coincide with World Book Day. Quizzes, dressing up, cake 
making, songs and dance are just some of the ingredients 
that contribute to a week of fun and joy in which everyone in 
the school community can get involved.

From the earliest ages at Sticklepath Academy, the children 
know the importance of being a reader.

Reading is a key part 
of a child’s education

 
In Reception and KS1, the first steps towards reading are taken; decoding text in order to make sense of 
it independently. An important part of this process is the daily phonics lesson based on the Letters and 
Sounds Approach - how to read and write words by breaking them down into their individual sounds (not 
letters). 

During phonics, children will rehearse reading words that contain the sound that they are currently  
learning and will also learn to read ‘tricky words’ - words that cannot be read phonetically e.g. said, the. 
When children start school in Reception, they will start learning to read by sharing a book 1:1 with an adult. 
Once they are able to follow text they will then usually read in a guided reading group with several other 
children. This gives them the opportunity to develop early comprehension skills alongside their new 
decoding knowledge.
 
This guided reading format continues throughout the whole school. Each child will take part in a guided 
session each week, led by a teacher or a teaching assistant. In addition to this, some children will read  
1:1 with a teaching assistant or volunteer helper. The number of times a week that this takes place depends 
on the needs of the individual child.



Reading is a key part 
of a child’s education

The children’s reading learning journey begins with books that have very few words in them and are in 
the lilac book band. Children are carefully assessed at each book band, ensuring that their decoding 
and comprehension skills are strong enough for them to move to the next coloured band. If they still have 
progress to make within the same coloured band, they will remain there until they are ready to move on. 

This ensures that each child is reading a book which supports good progress, in every reading session. 
The book bands start at lilac level (pre-reading) and finish at white. After this then they are regarded as 
‘free readers.’

As each child progresses through the school, so the books that they read will become increasingly  
challenging, until they are able to decode the huge majority of words that they will meet. At this stage the 
focus is almost totally on fully comprehending the text; this might be individual words, phrases, chapters 
or even comparing two complete texts. In order to really stretch these independent decoders, reading is 
taught through guided reading as part of a group. Discussions are initially led by the teacher, although 
children increasingly adopt this role as they become older. 

Children are encouraged to read at home as much as possible! Those children who read daily usually do 
make much quicker progress than those who do not. In KS1 there are baskets of banded books in each 
classroom which the children may take home. Across the whole school every child is encouraged to take 
home two books from the school library. Even when a child is a fluent decoder, it is still important for them 
to read aloud to a parent and discuss the text, checking their understanding and making links with the 
world around them. In this way, each child makes as much progress as possible and becomes the best 
reader that they can be.



At Sticklepath Community Primary Academy we are currently working with an Achievement for All coach to 
ensure our school is:-
 
• A school in which all vulnerable and disadvantaged children and young people can develop their skills, 
interests and capabilities to achieve.

• A school where the lives of vulnerable and disadvantaged children, young people and their families are 
transformed by raising educational aspirations, access and achievement.
 
Our Achievement for All Project is focused around developing Working Memory capacity for children who 
are performing below age related expectations.
 
Working memory is the ability to hold and manipulate information in the brain over short periods of time. 
The purpose of the working memory project is to support children in knowing what they have to do to 
remember and giving them strategies to remember that will assist them in the classroom. We know from 
current research that combining working memory and memory for meaning boosts memory performance 
dramatically. A good working memory is crucial in becoming a
successful learner and that is what our project aims to achieve.

Achievement for All 
Working Memory



Achievement for All 
Working Memory



Pupil Voice is incredibly important at Sticklepath Academy. Each year the head teachers interview children 
who wish to put themselves forward to represent pupil views at our school.

After the School Council is chosen, they then work to make Sticklepath an even better school and to give the 
children an important say in how our school runs.
 
Examples of how we have made Sticklepath a better place for its pupils are through a number of ideas that 
we have had. A few years ago we decided that children would benefit from a healthy tuck shop. We met 
with the catering manager and ordered in food that we thought would sell. The School Council have since 
then been responsible for selling the food and drink every break time. Not only do the pupils enjoy the 
food, it also helps our independence when buying items.
 
in the last few years, after visiting other local Schools, we decided we wanted to have a salad bar for  
children to use at lunchtimes in order to continue to encourage healthy eating and independence.  
We raised some money and bought our own salad bar.  
 
We also created a friendship area in the school grounds. This is a quiet place intended for reading and 
chatting peacefully. It contains personalised items from each class across the school, such as designed 
plant pots, so it becomes the children’s area. We have worked in partnership with the PTFA to astroturf it 
and paint the fences.
 
Each year we choose a charity in which we aim to raise as much money as possible in order to make a 
difference. This year our chosen charity is the Devon Air Ambulance. So far we have raised over £700 for 
the charity and are looking to reach the target of £1000 by the end of the year.
 
We have Librarians, Eco-Warriors and Sports Leaders 
that all do their bit to create a special place for all the 
children at our school. But pupil voice is not just 
about the School Council and these other groups. 
All of our children have voice and something 
important to say and contribute to make 
Sticklepath a great place to learn and play.

Sticklepath School Council

Pupil Voice Let’s hear 
what the students say!
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There are 2 main aspects to a child’s development: academic and social and emotional.

Thrive is an approach that can help children’s social and emotional development. At its heart it helps a 
child to develop a good ‘stress management system’ by optimizing the child’s ability to use all the main 
parts of their brain together.

The approach is based on 4 main areas:
 • The most up to date knowledge about how our brains develop (neuroscience).
 • Attachment theory (the importance of the start a baby gets when it is born).
 • Child development.
 • The importance of creativity and play in promoting healthy brain growth and development.

The Thrive approach is especially helpful in getting a child who is not making academic progress get back 
to a place where they can access learning successfully. These children may be struggling to make good 
relation-ships or to behave well at home or at school. Schools that adopt a Thrive approach report that it is 
beneficial to all of the school community including staff and families and not just the children that are  
experiencing difficulties.

Sometimes a child is not making progress socially and emotionally as quickly/healthily as they should  
because there has been something difficult for them to deal with in their early development. Both big and 
small events that happen through no fault of families can have a lasting effect if they are not acknowledged 
and understood. For example – post natal depression, family breakdown, family illness, bereavement, 
depression, moving house, loss of a good friend or pet etc. Even when the cause of the delay is not known 
Thrive can help. Thrive can be particularly useful when a child is disrupting the other children’s learning.

Through the close observation of a child’s behaviour staff together with families can answer questions in 
Thrive’s computer programme and this identifies exactly what stage a child is at in their social and  
emotional development and provides families and staff with many helpful strategies that can help to  
accelerate the young person’s progress.

Thrive has been developed by a group of four women who between them have a life time’s experience in 
teaching, Ofsted inspecting, social work, adoption and fostering and psycho-therapy. The use of Thrive as a 
very successful approach is spreading across the country and is used widely across Devon and a number of 
other counties.

All kinds of staff that work with children and adolescents are now becoming involved in the training  
including educational psychologists, health practitioners, social workers, youth intervention police, mental 
health workers as well as staff from education. Many trainees say that Thrive is the best training they have 
ever had essentially because it helps us to understand why young people behave the way they do!

Thrive! Aspects of a 
child’s development





“Forest School is an inspirational process that offers children opportunities to achieve, develop confidence 
and self-esteem, through hands-on learning experiences in a natural outdoor environment”. The concept 
of Forest School was brought over to the UK in 1995 from Scandinavia and has been successfully  
developed as an effective outdoor learning tool for children.

Forest Schools use the outdoor environment in a way that increases participants’ practical and social skills 
with an independent approach to learning and safety. Forest School sessions are designed to be fun and 
learner led. There are three main aims:

 • To help children understand, appreciate and care for the natural environment.
 • To provide ways of meeting foundation stage and national curriculum learning objectives  
    and for developing practical life skills in an outdoor environment.
 • To develop social and team working skills.

“There is no such thing as the wrong weather, only the wrong clothing”.

At Sticklepath, we are lucky to have an extensive area for our Forest School sessions which includes a log 
circle for camp fires, an orchard and vegetable garden, some wooded areas, our field and running track . 
Classes also regularly walk to the nearby Anchor Woods and the meadows by the River Taw.

Sti
cklepath

Forest School

Forest School Growing 
young minds through 
Nature and Nurture





Clubs

After School

Clubs and after  
school activities

Extra Curricular and Out of School Activities
Our policy is to try and take each class to visit at least one place of interest each term. These visits often link 
with the class topic work. Various clubs are run throughout the year and include netball, football, cricket, 
tag rugby, dance, hockey, gymnastics,cross-country, craft, cookery, technology and a variety of music clubs.

Residential Trips
Every year we organise a residential experience for Year 6 children with activities such as climbing, caving 
and moorland walking. These experiences enable children and teachers to develop another aspect to their
relationship and provide treasured memories that the children never forget.





Art
At Sticklepath we highly value art. We are fortunate to have an outstanding art specialist teacher who 
works across the school.

Observation and presentation skills are highly valued as children learn to express themselves in different 
and creative ways. They are also encouraged to appreciate the creative work of others through their study
of the work of artists from a variety of cultures and times.

The school has a kiln and each year children have an opportunity to work in clay. Whenever possible we 
give children opportunities to work alongside real artists to inspire and motivate them in their work.

Music
The children are given a broad and balanced musical education and have opportunities to play a wide  
variety of musical instruments e.g. African drums. Pupils have the option to learn to play the recorder, 
guitar and ukulele. They are introduced to the pleasure of listening to a broad range of music including 
classical, folk, opera and music from other cultures.

Currently children take part in the following music tuition outside of curriculum time:
• Recorders    • Ukulele    • Guitar    • Keyboards    • Brass

Arrangements can sometimes be made for children to learn other instruments. New groups usually start 
in September. Some tuition is free and some have a fee paid directly to the tutors. Please contact us in the 
office if you would like to know more about this.

The Arts

The Arts help children 
to express themselves

Drama 
At Sticklepath we invite all the pupils in years 5 & 6 to audition 
for a part in the annual school production.  We are incredibly 
fortunate to have our very own talented & dedicated 
Production Director.  Mrs Oke endeavours to include every 
child who wants to take part, no matter how big or small the 
part is.  Drama really does help to develop the confidence  
of the children, particularly when they are moving on to  
secondary education.





Language skills are given a very high priority in our curriculum. Communication skills play a central
role in all learning and we place equal importance on talking, listening, reading and writing.

Speaking and Listening
Our aim is to produce confident, articulate speakers. The youngest children are encouraged to
develop listening skills. Children are immersed in stories, puppet plays, memory games, home corner
drama etc. From an early age the children are given many opportunities to tell each other about their
work and to present it to adults. We do all kinds of drama activities ranging from exercises and games,
to role play and performances. Children are always encouraged to speak accurately, both in terms of
pronunciation and grammar.

Reading
From the moment they start, children are encouraged to enjoy books and take them home to share with
their families from our superb library. As soon as children begin to behave like readers they are on
the road to becoming one. We have a vast selection of books at all levels, and as soon as possible,
children choose the books they would like to read. In the initial stages a whole variety of sets of books
are used, gradually becoming more advanced as the child progresses.
Alongside the teaching of reading we start to teach letter sounds so that children gradually gain
independence in reading and writing. We follow the national Letters and Sounds phonic programme,
which helps children make quick progress with segmenting and blending words. These skills are
practised daily in phonics lessons and then reinforced during reading sessions. These reading
sessions might be with individuals or in groups. Other reading techniques (picture cues, context,
splitting the words into syllables) are also taught in these sessions. As their reading skills improve, the
focus changes to include more comprehension and developing an understanding of more complex
texts.
Each child has a reading bag which can be purchased from the school uniform shop in town. These
are used to carry their reading and library books from school to home each day so that they can read to
their families or independently as often as possible, ideally every day.

English a central 
part in learning



Writing
At the earliest possible time, children are encouraged to use their growing knowledge of letter sounds
to begin their own attempts at writing. As their confidence grows we help them to develop ways of
memorising correct spellings and we look for common patterns in the spelling of words. The children
express their thoughts and then reform and redraft their ideas. 

LOOK Look at the word and practise writing it.
COVER Cover the word.
SAY Say the word out loud.
WRITE Try to write the word from memory.
CHECK Uncover and check to see if it is correct

We don’t correct every single spelling mistake in a child’s work; we choose words they would need
frequently and have spelt wrongly or words that are commonly used that they should be familiar with
by now. It would be very discouraging for a pupil to have every single spelling corrected and might
actually discourage them from trying out new vocabulary. Obviously these expectations increase as
a child progresses.

As they become more fluent we focus not only on spelling but also on grammar. We teach a range
of different genres throughout the school always using an excellent example of each type. The
children will get to know the text extremely well before being asked to write their own example of
the genre.

One method that we use for helping children to learn spellings which works for most of them is:

Handwriting
Handwriting is practised from their first day at school. We teach children to form letters correctly and
encourage joined-up writing from the earliest opportunity.



Mathematics
You know you have mastered something when you can apply it to a completely new problem in an  
unfamiliar situation. This forms the basis of our Mastery Approach to mathematics. We aim for all children 
to have ‘mastered’ the key understanding for each year group as they move through the school.
Each year, children build learning upon a strong and stable base of understandings from the previous year, 
In order to achieve this, children spend longer exploring and engaging in key concepts that underpin their 
mathematical thinking. They are challenged with lessons that require them to reason, explain, argue and 
justify whilst teachers add further layers to deepen and develop children’s knowledge and understanding.

Science
Science is an exciting area of the curriculum which children enjoy because it involves handson experience 
and lots of experiments. We aim to develop their scientific thinking through a variety of science topics such 
as Space, Electricity or Forces. Children are taught to observe, investigate, measure and hypothesise and to 
interpret and communicate their findings.

Design Technology
Children are given opportunities to use a wide range of materials for design and construction in problem 
solving situations. They explore how things work through the use of construction kits and by making models. 
Children are taught how to use tools and equipment safely and correctly. They learn to make and control 
things. Learning to plan, evaluate and modify their own work is an important part of this process.

Growing young minds 
with a rich curriculum

Sti
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History
Children develop an awareness of the past and of ways in which it contrasts with the present. They are  
introduced to various historical sources and artefacts. As their understanding develops, they learn about 
Ancient Civilisations and history from other parts of the world, along with the main events in Britain’s past 
from Roman to modern times. Pupils also study local history and are encouraged to form judgements 
about the reliability and value of historical evidence. Their experiences are enhanced by field trips and visits 
to sites of historical interest.

Geography
Children experience geography both in the classroom and through fieldwork. They develop mapping skills 
and a knowledge and understanding of places, starting with the local area and then studying national, 
international and global issues. Children are given the chance to study the physical world around them,
investigating how environments change and how man interacts with the environment. Sustainability is a 
big issue!

Religious Education
The school aims to provide a broad and informative programme of study for all pupils based around the 
Devon Guidelines for R.E which seeks to:

• Bring young children to an understanding of religion.
• Contribute to the development of the beliefs and values of each child.

The programme is broadly Christian but includes the introduction of children to the beliefs and customs  
of other world religions. We examine moral, social and spiritual issues. Pupils are engaged in an act of 
worship each day as part of school assemblies or class activities, and these often support the R.E. taught  
in class. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from R.E. or collective worship if they so wish.

Information and Communication Technology
We have 32 up to date laptops and a range of curriculum software to enhance and support learning in all 
subjects. Children are taught computing once a week which involves learning the basis of programming. 
They are also taught to use word processing, data handling and control technology as well as art 
packages. The children are taught to use the internet safely and responsibly, opening up rich opportunities 
for the children to extend their information retrieval skills.

Children start to use computers in the reception class
and then develop their skills within a progressive framework.

Children also have access to hardware such as digital
cameras, robots, digi blu film cameras and computers
within the classroom.
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Sticklepath Community School, 
Woodville, Barnstaple, Devon EX31 2HH

T: 01271 342455
E: admin@sticklepath.org.uk
W:sticklepathschool.org.uk

Growing young minds


