
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY  

Dear Parent,  

 It has been a wonderful first week back following the full opening of our schools 
across  the Trust, so much so that we have seen our young people almost dancing 
back to school, eager to  see friends and I suspect glad to see the end to remote 
learning after recent months spent at home.   

I know the teachers and support staff who have worked tirelessly to support remote 
education are greatly appreciative of the role parents have played in supporting 
learning at home, where often competing priorities such the demands of work and 
family life have had to be juggled. I know they will join with me say a ‘BIG THANK YOU’ 
for all that you have done to support the school and your child’s learning. The children 
and young people across the Trust have been fantastic showing resilience and 
fortitude beyond their years in coping with the demands of online learning. As a 
Trust we have been privileged to see some of the work that pupils and their families 
have achieved over recent months and this is a credit to your ongoing support.   

In recent weeks we have seen the media saturated with high levels of anxiety about 
the ‘lost generation’, ‘the need for catch up’ and a sense of high level concern. As a 
group of 8 local schools we too share the desire to do our very best for the young 
people in our care, but in a controlled manner, setting a clear plan ahead and 
supporting our young people with their next steps. The Trust team and I will be 
working with each school, the Head Teacher and their staff to support your children’s 
return to fully open schools, identify needs in the school and support a 
balanced, ambitious and long term plan to support your child’s wellbeing and 
learning. In these first few weeks and beyond school staff will be listening and 
observing, allowing pupils to reengage with their peer relationships and acclimatise 
to school life. A provisional plan to support the weeks and months ahead will be 
finalised with clear strategies to support the variety of needs across each school.   

Establishing the right balance at this point in time is critical, where we support the 
confidence and wellbeing of our young people, which will in turn support their 
motivation and resilience to learn.  There has to be long term plan and not a quick fix 
so that the learning is embedded and can be built on as they move through their 
school life. I appreciate that for Y5, Y6, Y10 and Y11 the challenges are greater, but in 
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a sense all children across the country are in the same situation and we should draw 
comfort that Head Teachers across the country are aware of their particular needs 
and we will endeavour to do all we can with your support to empower your child to 
transition to their next stage of education or indeed to the workplace. Everyone 
including children work best when those around them believe in them and have a ‘can 
do’ attitude.   

Once again please accept my sincere thanks for all the support you and your family 
have given over recent months and I look forward with a deep sense of optimism that 
your child will make the necessary steps to support their wellbeing and learning in the 
coming months and terms. I think there will be some tired young people at the end of 
this week!  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Andy Cotton  

CEO  

Tarka Learning Partnership 

  

School Opening Times and Social Distancing

ime 
 

School Pick-Up/Drop-off 
As we have welcomed the whole school back this week, we would remind all parents and 
carers that we have a longer staggered start to allow for greater social distancing to reduce 
risk of Covid transmission and calmer movement onto the school premises. The gates open 
at 8.35am and close at 9.10am. This 35 minute window should mean that we do not build up 
a blockage around our very narrow gates, however it does require that children do not all 
arrive at school at the earliest time. We are seeing many children (particularly Year 6's!) 
waiting long before the gates even open and we would ask parents to work with us to 
support a calmer start to the day. We do not want to go back to staggered Year group starts 
as we know this is not ideal for parents with work, but equally we cannot have the numbers 
of families waiting outside for the gates to open. Please support us as best you can in the 
weeks ahead.  
 
 



 
 
 

  

Parking 

Device Loan 

Can we please request that anyone who borrowed any laptops/tablets/electronic devices from 

the school for home learning during the lockdown, that they return them to the school office.  

Important Dates 

Friday 26th March 2021 – Non-Pupil Day 

Thursday 1st April – Last day of Spring term 

Easter Holidays – Friday 2nd April – Fri 16th April 

Monday 19th April – First day of Summer Term 

 

 

The school have received complaints from local residents about parents parking across their 
driveways at the beginning and end of the day. Please be considerate with your parking and 
please be extra careful when reversing out of a space. We had a near miss this week, where 
a car nearly reversed into a child on a scooter. 
 
 

We are also reiterating key messages to the children about how we move around 
the building and site. We ask them to walk and be thoughtful of others. Again, it 
would really support us if you could also remind children when you leave them at 
the gates to walk around to their class in the morning. We will continue to 
monitor this situation in the coming days and weeks.  
Many thanks   
 
Mr Blunt and Miss Warner  
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Timetables 

Forest School 

Monday: RPR, LLO 

Tuesday: EFI, SAB 

Wednesday: HAE, DSM and MPA (wellies only) 

Thursday: DMO, BPH 

Friday: Nursery, TSU and TRG (wellies only) 

Please come to school in uniform and bring waterproofs and wellies in a named bag.  They 

need to be taken home afterwards. Thank you. 

 

PE  

Monday: DMO, EFI, DSM 

Tuesday: ASL, DMO, HAE, SAB 

Wednesday: LLO, RGA, ABA, DSM 

Thursday: MTO, RPR, MPA, TRG, ABA 

Friday: ASL, MTO, RPR, BPH, RGA, HAE 

Children will be requested to wear their PE kits to school on PE days. This can include 

Joggers and sweatshirts in the cooler weather. 

Thank you to all the parents that are now paying online for school lunches and PE t-shirts, as 

the office team are trying to reduce cash handling they appreciate this very much. This also 

means that there may not be any change available for transactions made over the counter 

at the reception.  If you have no other option than to pay by cash please ensure that you 

have the correct amount available. 

For anyone that still has not accessed the system please contact the office who will gladly 

assist in the setting up procedure. 
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  Main Vegetarian Pudding 
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From the Grill: Bacon, sausage, hash 

browns, baked beans and bread 

From the Grill: vegetarian sausage, 

halloumi, hash browns, baked beans 

and bread 

Blueberry muffins 
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Tomato pasta spirals with homemade bread  Honeydew melon 

 

W
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Roast Chicken with crispy roast potatoes, 

mixed vegetables and gravy 

Cheese and onion quiche with crispy 

roast potatoes and mixed vegetables 

Vanilla ice cream tubs 
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Margherita pizza with noisette potatoes and sweetcorn  Homemade vanilla sponge with 

chocolate drizzle 

 

Fr
i  

Small fry fish with golden fries and 

seasonal vegetables 

Spicy bean burger with golden fries 

and seasonal vegetables 

Homemade custard biscuits 

 

 Payments for dinners (£2.30) can be made online at ‘www.mychildatschool.com’  

 Jacket potato with beans is available most days.   

Please place your order each morning 

Some of our food contains allergens (which are closely monitored).  If you have any concerns please speak to a 

member of staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu from Monday 15th March 2021 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Birthdays  

A Big Happy Birthday from everyone at Sticklepath! 

Matilda Rhodes – 17th March 

Travis Woollacott – 17th March 

Nathan Cane – 20th March 

Theo Harvey – 20th March 

Codie-Omari Mee – 21st March 

Rosie-May Hardman – 21st March 

 

Thank You North Devon Tyres 

Thank you to North Devon Tyres for their support 

in developing our outdoor areas by donating lots 

of tyres last week.  

They are already being put to great use.  



 
 
 

  

Headlice 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S HEAD REGULARLY, THANK YOU. 

Dunelm Prize Winners 

A big thank you to all who nominated us to 

win a prize in Dunelm’s online school 

giveaway competition. Also thank you to 

Dunelm Barnstaple for the lovely prize of a 

grow-your-own Strawberry plant and 

collection of garden vegetable seeds.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Max’s Big Camp Out 

Since the end of March 2020, Max has been sleeping 

outside every night to raise money for the North 

Devon Hospice. After most children have had to isolate 

and be away from friends and family he wants to raise 

awareness for children’s mental health.  

He is inviting as many children as possible to join him 

for his 365th night under the stars by camping out in 

their gardens or making a den inside the house on 

Saturday 27th March.  

To join in the fundraising you can find Max’s Just Giving 

page online. 
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