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Dear Year 1 Parents/Carers,

Home Learning in the event of a School Closure 

This letter details what activities the children in Year 1 are both required to do, as well as suggestions to 
support ongoing development and learning in the event of a prolonged school closure. Please continue to 
check the official school website on www.sticklepathschool.org.uk and our closed facebook page for latest 
news and support. 

Contacts

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday time, staff will continue to work from home. All the Year 1 
team will be available to contact during school hours on the following emails:

                 efitzgerald@sticklepath.org.uk                                    lloman@sticklepath.org.uk 

Required daily activities

Whilst the school is closed outside of holiday periods there will be an expectation that these activities are 
done on a daily basis: 

Reading - This is what a standard Yr 1 reading session should look like: 

● Teach and revise high frequency words
● Walk through the book – point out anything that might trick them. Address any tricky vocabulary. 

Read repetitive phrases so they are fluent and expressive.
● Reinforce the strategies that they will use if they get stuck. These should include;

- Asking – does that make sense?
- Get your mouth ready! (e.g. say initial sound – prevents children from guessing)
- Sound out (only for decodable words!)
- Look at the picture clues
- Re-read

● Ask basic comprehension questions, including both literal and inference. 
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Phonics/spelling lists - Please practise 5 words a week with your child using the spelling lists provided. We 
would recommend starting with the pink words (unless you child can already spell them) and work your 
way through the colours. 

English – Children need to write sentences with capital letters, clear finger spaces and full stops. We have 
been teaching them to use adjectives to describe nouns, in order to make their sentences more exciting for 
the reader! Please encourage your child to practise writing every day. They could write about a topic of 
their choice, but if they are struggling for inspiration, they could write a diary about their time off school. 
This year, there has been a huge focus on writing in a cursive handwriting style (leading in from the line 
and joining their letters up). Please use the handwriting strip to practise this with your child.  

 Maths - www.studyladder.co.uk 

Here we will upload new tutorials, videos and interactive games to keep the children practicing skills they 
have already learned and developing new learning. This will be part of the weekly home learning letter.

The key maths learning objectives in Year 1 are: 

 Count fluently forwards and backwards to 100. Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We have been learning 
number facts such as number bonds to 10, doubles and halving. Please practise these until your child is 
able to fluently recall them. We have just begun our new learning on subtraction and we have been 
teaching them that: ‘subtraction is taking a part away from the whole, that leaves the other part’. Please 
practise some simple subtraction calculations with your child and challenge them where necessary.     

Topic/play projects – The children have enjoyed play projects this year and would love to continue with 
them at home. They are also a great way of keeping them occupied whilst challenging their creativity. 
There are four areas to choose from, which are; build, make and create, draw and message. The children 
can choose which of the four areas to focus their play project on (or as many areas as they wish!) For 
example, we have just completed a play project about bees and here are some of the ideas they came up 
with: 

Build – Used k’nex to create a hexagon shape to make a bee hive. 

Draw – Made a leaflet advertising Quince Honey Farm.

Make and Create – Used plasticine to create a detailed model of a bee. 

Message – Designed posters to encourage the world to save the bees!

    

Suggested ‘other activities’

Board games

Diary 

Sketching  

Baking 

Book reviews

http://www.studyladder.co.uk/


Exercise - www.gonoodle.com/   

Key websites for Year 1

Maths: 

www.bbc.co.uk › iplayer › episodes › numberblocks

www.topmarks.co.uk

www.ictgames.com

www.mathszone.co.uk

English/phonics: 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

www.literacyshed.com

Pre Learning activities  

When we return to school after the closure we will be embarking on some new and exciting topics, which 
will include learning about what childhood was like in different eras.  

In order to prepare for this the children could research what school was like in the 1950’s. 

Look at this website for information: 

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Schooldays-in-the-1950s-1960s/

Homework updates and support 

Year 1 will also be updating homework support to all parents via email. This will happen on a weekly basis 
outside of holiday time. Please note, if you receive an out of office reply, we are not on holiday, but we are 
ourselves sick. We will reply when healthy but do contact another member of the team during this time.

We hope you find this useful and we look forward to welcoming you back to Sticklepath when the 
guidelines allow.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Loman and Miss Fitzgerald 
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