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Thursday 28th May 2020. 

 
The further opening of Primary schools in the Tarka Learning Partnership (TLP), starting with Y6 

 
Dear Parents, 

                       Following today’s government review of lockdown measures, I can confirm that the planned 

return of Year 6 pupils to Tarka Learning Partnership schools will take place on Monday 1st June 2020. I would 

like to thank all parents and in particular those whose children are not returning for your support and 

understanding during this gradual phased return to ensure a safe increase in pupil numbers. I know that this 

period has been challenging for many families, in particular when you have had to juggle work commitments 

with managing childcare, if you have children with special educational needs or disability, or if you are a single 

parent. We are all working together to provide a safe and welcoming environment where our children and 

staff can be confident and begin to focus on the learning.   

Protective measures we are taking in light of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

First and foremost, it goes without saying that the safety of your child and of our staff is our top priority. We 

are working hard, following the latest government guidance, to develop and implement a number of new ways 

of operating. This will allow us to open as safely as possible, focusing on measures that will help limit the risk 

of coronavirus transmitting within our setting. 

A full COVID-19 risk assessment will be placed on each school’s website showing the measures taken by each 

school which will be constantly reviewed in light of experience and new guidance.  

A reminder of some of the steps we have been working with and some of the steps we are taking in readiness 

for opening to more pupils include: 

 Asking that anyone who is displaying coronavirus symptoms, or who lives with someone who does, not to 

attend the setting. That includes children and staff who work here. Head Teachers have the right to refuse 

entry to the school if the child is displaying symptoms of coronavirus. It must also be clear that any child 

whose behaviour compromises the health and well being of other pupils and staff by not following school 

expectations on protective measures of infection control, will be required to be educated at home.  

 Keeping our children in small groups with as much consistent staffing as possible, and minimising contact 

with other groups around the setting. 

 Cleaning our hands more often than usual. We have developed routines to ensure children understand 

when and how to wash their hands, making sure they wash them thoroughly for at least 20 seconds using 

running water and soap and dry them thoroughly, or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all 

parts of the hands are covered. 

 Ensuring our children understand good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach and ensuring a good supply of tissues and bins throughout the setting. 

 Implementing an enhanced cleaning schedule, ensuring surfaces touched by children and staff are cleaned 

regularly and throughout the day, including table tops, door handles and play equipment. 



 Asking parents and carers to physically distance from each other and from staff when dropping off and 

collecting their children and to limit drop off and collection to one parent or carer per household. 

 Asking children not to bring toys or other items from home to the setting. 

What can parents of Y6 pupils do to help? 

There are a number of things parents and carers can do to help us make a return to school effective, in 

addition to the points listed above concerning arrival and departure and not bringing toys to the setting. 

Please provide reassurance to your child that they will experience changed routines, working with different 

staff in many cases and learning in different groupings.  

Social distancing 

Head Teachers reserve the right to prevent a child from attending school where there is reliable evidence that 

a family has not been observing national social distancing measures. The child will be educated ‘off site’ and 

will not be allowed back to school for a period of 14 days. 

Testing 

All children who are attending a childcare setting/school will have access to a test if they display symptoms of 

coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. The aim is to enable children to get back to 

school, and their parents or carers do not to need to self-isolate any longer than is necessary, if the test proves 

to be negative. A positive test will ensure rapid action to protect other children and staff in their setting. 

We ask all parents and carers to ensure they organise a test for their child, in the event that they develop 

coronavirus symptoms, and notify us immediately of a positive test. Further guidance is available about getting 

tested in the link below: - 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-

households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  

Test and Trace 

The government is developing a new national test and trace programme. This will bring together an app, 

expanded web and phone-based contact tracing, and swab testing for those with potential coronavirus 

symptoms. This programme will play an important role in helping to minimise the spread of coronavirus in the 

future. It will also include more traditional methods of contact tracing if a child, young person or parent tests 

positive. This could include, for example, direct discussion with parents and schools or colleges on recent 

contacts. The government is recruiting 18,000 contact tracers to support contact tracing and will recruit more 

if needed. They will play an important part in tracing the contacts of those with coronavirus, including children. 

Further information is provided in the link below: - 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/  

Next Steps 

Your child’s Head Teacher and I will constantly review the risk assessment and the local and national backdrop 

to infection control to determine the next steps for the wider opening of each school. Each Head Teacher will 

contact parents to give you as much warning as possible, as to the next phase of return. Parents of year 5 

pupils will be contacted in line with the phased return plan, if the school has the building and staffing capacity 

to do so. Please be reassured that off-site education for all pupils which are not attending school will continue.  

We are looking forward to welcoming our Y6 children back and I hope that you are assured that we have taken 

all possible steps to ensure safety for all in our settings. If you have any questions or suggestions, please let the 

school know. 

Please take care and say safe.  

Your sincerely, 

 

Andy Cotton.   CEO, Tarka Learning Partnership 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/

