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Friday 17th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! We hope you had a fantastic summer holiday and managed to get out and about to 

see friends and family. I think that this year more than ever we have come to appreciate our locality 

so hopefully lots of you have taken advantage of our beautiful surroundings.  

It has been lovely to have the children back this week and to get into the swing of things. We have an 

exciting year ahead of us in Year 5 and 6 where hopefully we will be able to have more trips and 

experiences than last year!  

This letter will give you a brief overview of some of the key information for this term, including the trips 

and events coming up. 

Start of the Day 

The children in Year 5 and 6 are expected to come into school by themselves. We also encourage 
them to be responsible for their own belongings and organisation.  If you need to pass on important 
messages to your child’s teacher, please do this via the senior leader on the school gate. 
Alternatively, contact the school office and leave a message; we will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 

 
PE Days 
As mentioned in previous school information, the children will come to school in their PE kit on their 
designated PE days. Please ensure that this kit is appropriate for the weather. A light waterproof is a 
great addition for wet days. 
 
PE days: 
RSO- Wednesdays and Fridays 
DMO- Wednesdays and Thursday 
RPR- Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
JGO- Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
 
Forest School 
This term, there will be no Forest School for Year 5 or 6.  Miss Jackson will be teaching on a 
Thursday in RPR and a Friday in JGO, delivering Music and Computing. Mrs Oke will be teaching in 
Year 6, delivering Drama, PHSE and Oracy. 
 
Topic and Trips 
This term our historical enquiry question is, “The Death of Tutankhamun: Murder or Mishap?” This 
enquiry will focus on the use of artefacts and evidence to draw conclusions on how Tutankhamun 
died. Throughout this enquiry, the children will also be taught historical knowledge about this ancient 
civilisation and how the Ancient Egyptians lived. 
To drive our enquiry, we are hoping to visit either Exeter or Bristol museum and participate in a 
hands-on workshop. At present, Exeter can only accommodate 2 classes for a visit. It is likely that 
Year 5 will visit Exeter on the train and attend the Royal Albert Memorial Museum. We are hoping 
Year 6 will have a bus trip to Bristol and spend the day at Bristol Museum. Both of these trips will be 
whole day trips; we will update you on these in the coming weeks.  
 
Author and Theatre Visit 
Excitingly, we also have our annual author visit coming up. On Wednesday 6th October, Tanya 
Landman will be visiting Sticklepath to entertain the classes. Tanya is a Carnegie Medal winning 
author who has written over thirty children’s books. These range from picture books to adventure 
stories to mystery books.  
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We will also be having a top-secret theatre visit in December. This visit will celebrate one of our 
school values - Diversity and Difference - and will link closely to our PSHE learning.  We can’t say 
any more at the present time!  
 
We will keep the cost of these trips to a minimum. It is estimated that the cost will be around £15 per 
child.  Thank you in anticipation of your support with this.  
 
Library Books 
Library and class reading books can now be taken home. It is essential that these books are well 
cared for; every year we lose many books which have to be replaced at a significant cost.  Please 
ensure they are kept safe and are well loved! It is important to make sure the children have a book in 
school every day.  If your child brings a school book home, please ensure that it comes back to 
school every day. 
 
 
Home Learning 

We will resume our home learning on Google Classroom in the coming weeks. This homework will 

also be available as a paper copy for those children who do not have access to a device or Google 

Classroom at home.  

In Year 5 and 6, all children are expected to read every day at home. It is also incredibly important for 

them to be heard read by an adult at least twice a week. This is so that they can continue developing 

their fluency in reading aloud, expression and confidence.  

Oracy 

This year, as a school, we are putting a huge emphasis on children’s oracy. Oracy is the ability to 

express oneself fluently through speech and conversation. As part of this, we will set regular oracy 

homework which could involve debates, discussions or presentations at home. As a team, we would 

be grateful if you could encourage this to be completed at home. Speaking is a skill that is invaluable 

throughout life and will only improve through practise! 

Swimming 

This year, Year 5 will be catching up on the term of swimming that they missed in Year 4 due to 

Covid. This will most likely be in the spring term. Year 6 swimmers who are unable to swim 25m will 

also be offered catch up swimming in the summer term. Further information will be sent to parents 

closer to the dates.   

We look forward to a year that will hopefully feel increasingly “normal”.  Thank you in advance for all  

your support. 

 

Year 5 and 6 Team 

Miss Priest, Mr Gordon,  Miss Southam, Mrs Oke and Mr Moore 


